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Guidelines to the application form 2019 for funding 
from Nordic Council of Ministers Arctic Cooperation Programme 2018-2021
Framework for the projects
The Nordic Council of Ministers will continue to work to create and contribute to sustainable development in the Arctic with the Arctic co-operation programme for 2018–2021. The strength of the programme is its wide range and the ability to reach out to smaller stakeholders in the Arctic. The programme aims at contributing to policy-making with its projects and results. Initiatives under the auspices of the programme must fit within this framework. The purpose of the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Arctic Co-operation Programme 2018–2021 is to create sustainable and constructive development in the Arctic and for its people based on the four P’s: 
· PLANET; 

· PEOPLES
· PROSPERITY;

· PARTNERSHIPS.

Traditionally, the Council of Ministers has prioritized the partnership perspective and worked to integrate it horizontally into the programme. This will continue to be a priority.

See closer for details in the application form and the programme text:

https://www.norden.org/en/information/nordic-council-ministers-arctic-co-operation-programme-2018-2021 
Read the full programme: https://doi.org/10.6027/ANP2017-762  
Criterias
Partnerships and co-operation
As a general rule, three Nordic countries must be involved in a co-operation project. The leading partner must be from one of the Nordic countries. A partnership between three Nordic countries can be supplemented with one or more non-Nordic countries – for example, one or more of the other Arctic states (USA, Canada and Russia). It is considered vital that the all partners are active participants and contribute to the outcomes of the project.
Nordic synergies and added value
Co-operation projects that receive funding are obligated to generate added value. In other words, this added value must provide “Nordic synergy”. There are several ways to achieve “Nordic synergy”. The criteria below are some of the requirements placed on eligibility for funding from the Arctic programme. 

When assessing applications, the following criteria will be given weight:

· That the project will lead to quantifiable positive effects from joint Nordic/Arctic solutions that could not be achieved by a project implemented purely at national level

· That the project will have visible regional and local results in the Arctic

· That the project manifests and/or develops a sense of Nordic/Arctic cohesion 

· That the project enhances Nordic skills and competitiveness

· That the project generates new and innovative knowledge and/or new partnerships that create new and innovative approaches to development in the Arctic 

· That the project helps strengthen overall Nordic influence internationally

· That the project outcomes are communicated to the public
Projects within the Arctic Cooperation Program shall where possible be carried out with the participation of inhabitants and stakeholders in the Arctic, including indigenous peoples.

Applications are processed on the basis of an overall qualitative assessment of the extent and the ways in which priorities and criteria are met. When applying for funds under the Arctic Co-operation Programme, the Nordic Council of Ministers’ application template will include sections in which the required information must be entered.

Political relevance

The starting point for support for co-operation is that it helps to maintain, create and develop a political agenda relevant to the Nordic Council of Ministers’ overall work. The following guiding documents set out the Nordic Council of Ministers’ current political agenda:
· The co-operation ministers’ vision statement for the Council of Ministers: http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council-of-ministers/ministers-for-co-operation-mr-sam/declarations/the-nordic-region-together-we-are-stronger
· The current and next year’s programmes for the Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers: https://www.norden.org/en/information/programme-swedish-presidency-nordic-council-ministers-2018
https://www.norden.org/en/news/icelands-presidency-focuses-global-goals
 The Nordic Council of Ministers’ inter-sectoral strategies:
· The strategy for children and young people: 

http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:norden:org:diva-4629
· The strategy for gender equality: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:norden:org:diva-3715
· The sustainability strategy: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:norden:org:diva-1153 

· The Nordic budget for a given year: https://www.norden.org/en/information/budget
· The current structure of The Nordic Council of Ministers including MR-SAM: https://www.norden.org/en/taxonomy/term/745
Processual information
Applications are processed on the basis of an overall qualitative assessment of the extent and the ways in which priorities and criteria are met. Nordic Council of Ministers does not normally allocate project funds to operation of other organizations' regular projects, administration or infrastructure.
Projects may be one-year or longer, but support can only be applied for, one a year at a time. For applications for projects that have previously been granted, it is assumed that the application will be attached to the progress report for prior appropriations and that projects have progressed successfully.

A maximum of DKK 500,000 pr.year can be applied for. For each year the funding is granted, it is expected that projects will run within the year requested. If there are time problems in the project, you can get an extension, typically from ½ to a maximum of 1 year.

The project proposal will be strengthened by identifying if / how the project is thought to be developed in the future, including whether it is thought to be part of an institutional work in the future.
The application
The completed application is expected to be submitted, with completed and signed application form and received at the latest 23.59, on the date stated as the application deadline. For the application of funds for 2019, the deadline is set for 24. January 2019 at 23:59 in Stockholm, Sweden. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.

Applications should be sent electronically as attached document to the e-mail address arctic@nordregio.org. Please be aware that you receive an email confirming receipt of the email (within the first working day after you have submitted the application). Email address can be found on the cover page of the application form. Please note that the application must be accompanied by a signature. If the application is sent electronically, the page with the applicant's signature should be scanned and attached to the application or submitted by fax. mail. 

In addition to the form, the application must include or be accompanied by a number of annexes. In this case:

• Detailed project description (maximum 5 pages).

• Detailed budget and schedule (maximum 2 pages).

• Communication and dissemination plan (max 1 page).

In addition, the status report(s) must be enclosed if the project has previously received support from Nordic Council of Ministers.

In the following, a number of explanatory comments are given on the individual points of the application form. 
