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Bioeconomy    
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Increasing value in the bioeconomy 
Applying know-how for continuous improvements 
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Research and Innovation:Return On Investment 
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Iceland: Export value / kg catch 

Based on data from Statistics Iceland 
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Bridging the gap: universities  <-> industry 

International 
MS program in 
food science 

Food and 
biotech 
industry 
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Investing in human capital:  
Examples of Matis employees 2011-2013 
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Bioeconomy: Value beyond raw materials 
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Dr. Hólmfríður Sveinsdóttir 
General Manager of Iceprotein, Biotech company 
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Iceprotein - Sauðárkrókur (pop. 2575) 
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Biotechnology is a key tool 
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Is there value in ”Waste” (co-materials)? 
No less than 30% of food wasted 



© Matís 2014 12 

Bioeconomy: Some Grand Challenges ahead 

Food and Energy security 

Nutrients availability and food safety 

 

Changing demographics 

Urbanisation - Aging population 

Cost of health care 

Attract both genders 

 

Marine planning  

Sustainable value added marine utilisation 

 

Innovative, cost-efficient agriculture 

Focus on innovation and product development 

 

Risk management 

Environment – Innovation - Education 
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The Bioeconomy: Nordic collaboration 

The Nordic Bioeconomy Initiative (NBI)  

• Thematic Priorities: Sustainable production and use of biomass 

 -  for products and services in the Nordic countries 

 -  in relation to food security and safety 

 -  to foster local economic and social development 
 

Arctic bioeconomy*   

• Aim: to prepare the arctic for active participation in the Nordic Bioeconomy              

.      Initiative (NBI), to enhance the beneficial effect of NBI for the areas. 
 

Icelandic chairmanship program 2014 – 2016 

• As Iceland chairs the Nordic council of ministers   
 

Collaboration with our neighbors 

• Cooperation with the Baltic 

• Cooperation with Canada 

• Active participation in projects and policy making for Horizon 2020 

 
*project conducted in collaboration with the Nordic Council of ministers, NKJ, AG-Fisk, SNS and more 
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Why Nordic collaboration on Bioeconomy? 

Key element in green growth  

 

Improve sustainable management and utilization of biological 

resources and strengthen the Nordic primary sectors to optimise 

the local economic and social benefits 

 

Enhancing Nordic cooperation; advancing research and innovation and 

creating foundation for knowledge-based policies.  

 

Encourage proactive response to climate change, open new markets, 

create new jobs and contribute to food security and public health in 

the Nordic countries and beyond.  

 

 


